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Diary writing





Audience for a diary recount/narrate




















Features of writing a diary punctuation, use of capitals, slang, style

















Past, present and future tenses
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Activity 1


As an introduction to diary writing, brainstorm as a class reasons why people might keep a diary. Try to bring out the idea that a diary not only records personal feelings, events, but also records a moment in history. Discuss who the potential audience for a diary could be.





Next divide the class into groups to work on the section from Zlata’s Diary in Real People, Real Places. Give the groups about 5 minutes to work on each of these following tasks, followed by a few minutes feedback to the class (encourage students to keep notes).





a) read the first 3 extracts and discuss – what are the typical features of writing a diary that can be seen here? e.g. Look at punctuation, use of capitals, slang style, addressing diary as a friend, etc.


b) read the next 3 extracts and discuss the sort of things Zlata includes in her diary. Look for references to her personal home life, and for references to the political situation.


c) read the next 4 extracts and find examples of Zlata using the past, present and future tenses.


d) read the remaining entries and discuss Zlata’s feelings about her life.





SUGGESTION:


Lesson 1: middle ability students go to library, remaining students work in mixed ability groups on Activity 1.


Lesson 2: lower ability students go to library, middle ability work on Activity 1, top students write up findings on Zlata’s Diary as an essay with a paragraph for a-d above.


Lesson 3: top students go to library, middle and lower ability start on Activity 2.





Activity 2


In the library or for homework, research a point in time, or perhaps life in a different culture, ready to write the diary of someone living through that era. Suggestions could be:


An evacuee during the Second World War


A child in Victorian days


Roman Britain


This research should include finding out facts about the clothes, food, living arrangements, education and important historic events of the chosen period in time. These can then be incorporated into students’ writing to make up an authentic-sounding diary.�
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How letters and diaries compare

















Collecting textual evidence from a poem




















Matching tone and style to purpose and audience





Proof reading











How tenses can be used in writing letters and diaries














First person/third person present tense/past tense
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Activity 3


As an introduction, discuss how Zlata writes here diary as if it were a letter to a friend. Then discuss how letters and diaries compare – try to bring out the idea that a diary might be more private and revealing than a letter. Then read the poem Thank-you Letter by Robin Klein.





First, draw up a table, writing in the left-hand column all the phrases from the poem which are from a typical thank you letter (eg ‘Thanks for such a lovely surprise’), and in the right-hand column all the words and phrases which express Jane’s real opinions (eg ‘that ghastly dress’).





Next, write entries for Jane’s diary, in which she gives her honest version of receiving the present.





If you want to extend this, ask students to imagine that they have been to stay with Aunty Grace in the poem for a fortnight. They have had a really awful time, but have to write and thank her. Students must write two letters – the one they would really like to send, and one that is more appropriate in tone. This activity could be done in pairs, with partners marking each other’s inappropriate versions.





Activity 4


As an introduction, discuss how tenses can be used in writing letters and diaries. For example:


Past – describes what has happened, events, etc.


Present – explains what you are doing, feeling, etc., now.


Future – conveys hopes for the future, plans, etc.





To reinforce understanding of first person/third person and present tense/past tense at this point, ask students to write a short passage in the first person about what they are doing/thinking/feeling now. Swap books with a partner, and then rewrite your partner’s passage in the third person and past tense.





Choose a poem with a strong character described in the third person, e.g Timothy Winters in Discovering Poetry. After discussion of his life and what we imagine his feelings to be, write a short diary as Timothy Winters. This could include 3 or 4 entries, focusing on the different scenes in the poem – at school, at home, the visit of the Welfare worker, the assembly.





As an extension, write a letter giving your opinions on Timothy Winters as if you were his teacher, his Welfare worker, or a fellow pupil in his class. Use the Openings sheet to help set the scene.





Extension Tasks/Further ideas for using the Library


Research and read examples of famous diaries. Make a display of extracts of the current month.


Choose a famous person or celebrity and write up a significant or important day in their diary.�
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Year 7 Personal Writing – Diaries and Letters





Suggestions for Library Support 





In the library students need to research a point in time, in order to write a diary for someone living through that era.





Help students choose a time that they want to write about. For example, they could be an evacuee during the Second World War, a child in Victorian times, a Roman soldier in Britain or whatever.��If anyone is stuck, they could choose to be from a different country instead, though this would need to be somewhere real and culturally different.





Students then need to research and make notes of facts about their chosen period. It could be helpful to make notes under the following categories:





Clothes


Food


Living arrangements/homes


Education


Historic events of the time





If you feel that students have gathered enough useful facts, they can start using these to write a diary of someone from that time. The research should help to give a convincing picture of life at that time.
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Suggested Openings for Timothy Winters Letters





From his teacher to his father…





Dear Mrs Winters





I feel it is necessary to express my concern about the appearance and behaviour of your son, Timothy. As you know, we pride ourselves on the highest standards in this establishment and I would like to draw your attention to the following points…








From his Welfare worker to a friend…





Dear Sam





How are you? I’m fine, though under a lot of stress with my job at the moment. I suppose I knew when I became a social worker that things would be difficult, and that I shouldn’t get too involved, but I’ve got this one case which I’m really worried about…








From a fellow pupil to a friend…





Dear Joe





How are you? We’ve all really missed you since you moved away. School is as boring as ever. Do you remember that really weird kid Timothy Winters? Well. …
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